
Special Edition...  
A new chapter in our Alaskan journeyé Eric begins employment with Amundsen Educational Center 

Core Concept 

¶Recruit a small group of primarily Alaska Native 

students from Rural Alaska each year.  

¶Bring them into a village-like Christian campus to 

live together with a team of mission-minded 

instructors.  

¶Enable and equip them to build an entire house 

together while growing in their faith in Christ.  

¶Provide them with the tools to deal with lifeôs 

hurts and develop successful life-skills. 

Dear Friends, 

This August, we will have been in Alaska for two years serving Native Alaskan young people. As you may 
have heard, we will soon be embarking on a new chapter of our continued ministry journey in Alaska.   

Recently, Eric accepted an invitation to serve as the Chief Operating Officer/Vice President of a partner 
ministry, Amundsen Educational Center (AEC). We are excited for the opportunity that Eric has to 
grow professionally as well as to help a ministry that is seeking to grow its organizational capacity to 
serve more students in the years to come.  In addition, we are grateful for the on-going relationship we 
will have with Alaska Christian College where Meghan intends to continue mentoring female students 
and Eric has offered to teach an occasional class. 

Interestingly, AEC visionary and name-sake, Roald Amundsen, a retired missionary pilot living here in Soldotna flew Ericõs grandfa-
ther, Robert Honnette, around the state of Alaska in 1952. On that trip, Ericõs grandfather produced a video for the Evangelical Cove-
nant Church titled, "Call to the Arctic", which told of the work that the Covenant Church was doing in and throughout the state of 
Alaska to spread the gospel of Jesus. Now, more than 50 years later, we are humbled and excited to be used to carry out the vision of 
missionary pioneers amongst the people of this great state! 

As our family continues to serve in Alaska, we remain responsible to raise financial support for our salary. If you desire to partner with 
us, here is what you need to know: 

Prayer: We email our quarterly òMoose Musingsó updates which include prayer requests/praises and would love to know that you 
will be praying for our family. Financial: Beginning in June ô08 you can send monthly/occasional/annual support to Amundsen 
Education Center, P.O. Box 4006, Soldotna, AK 99669. AEC is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and all monetary gifts are tax 
deductible. Currently, AEC can only receive financial support via checks. I will work to increase the options for donations as soon as I 
start. 

Please contact us if you have any questions or need additional information.   

Quyana (òthanksó)! 

Eric, Meghan, Nate, Wesley, and Laurel Johnson 

907-260-4749  Å  ejandmeg@juno.com 

 

V O C A T I O N A L  T R A I N I N G   
I N  A  C H R I S T I A N  C O M M U N I T Y   

F O R  T H E  P E O P L E  O F   
R U R A L  A L A S K A 

AEC is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization  

Monetary gifts to AEC are tax deductible. 
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Since 2005, students of the Amundsen Educational 
Center spend each school year building a house to-
gether. With a qualified, Christian instructor/mentor 
to guide their work, AEC students spend the first week 
of class each fall preparing to pour the houseõs founda-
tion. The last week each spring they prepare the house 
to sell on the open market. The students do all aspects 
of the home construction themselves while the instructor teaches and directs 
their work. Local professionals also lend their services and oversight to the exca-
vating, plumbing, and electrical work. AEC students have the unique opportu-
nity to build an entire house as a team and gain the confidence that they have the 
skills necessary to be employed in the Alaskan construction industry. The AEC 
student built houses are available for purchase each Spring. Currently, five stu-
dents make up the crew building the House of Hope ô08. Next year, AEC is ex-
pecting to double the number of students and to construct three homes. 

Students working together on 
a project house 

V O C A T I O N A L  T R A I N I N G  I N  A  C H R I S T I A N  C O M M U N I T Y  F O R  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  R U R A L  A L A S K A 

History  
The Amundsen Educational Center is a Christian 
vocational school that primarily serves Alaska 
Native students. Such a school had long been the 
dream of Rev. Roald Amundsen, a long-term 
missionary and pilot who was the founder and 
director of Missionary Aviation Repair Center 

(MARC) in Soldotna. 
When a parcel of land 
was donated to Amund-
sen for charitable pur-
poses in the mid-90s, 
he asked the help of 
Rev. Maynard Lond-
borg and Rev. Donald 
Bruckner in establishing 

plans for a vocational school. Londborg and 
Bruckner added veteran Alaskan physician Dr. 
Robert Fortuine to the group and the three met 
regularly to develop plans for the venture, which 
was finally incorporated in 1996. The founders 
named the school in honor of Rev. Amundsen in 
recognition of his dream and his lifetime of ser-
vice in Alaska. Much essential developmental 
work was then carried out over the next few 
years under the leadership of the first director, 
Dr. Del Corrick. The school formally opened in 
the fall of 2001. 
AEC is authorized by the Alaska Commission on 
Post-Secondary Education to offer a 1 year Cer-
tificate in Residential Construction and a 2 year 
Advanced Certificate in Residential Construc-
tion. The Amundsen Educational Center is a 
partner ministry of Covenant Youth of Alaska, 
the youth ministry division of the Evangelical 
Covenant Church of Alaska. 

Building Hope Construction 

ñI have learned a lot about carpentry, life, and how to help myself to stay off of drugs. This 
has let me see the world and the people in it with a new set of eyes. Thank you Lord for this 
school and the staff here at AEC.ò 

- Zane Paniptchuk, Inupiat from Unalakleet, AK, Class of  ó06 

ñItôs thanks to NFVTC that I am where I am today. This is a dream job. I donôt know where I 
would be right now if I had not been able to go to that school.ò 

- Kate, former student 

ñWhile there are other vocational options in 
Alaska, AEC fills a critical niche by providing a 
targeted program tailored to the unique culture 
of students from Rural Alaska. Because of this, 
AEC is an important part of the Covenant 
Youth of Alaska strategic ministry plan.ò 

- Byron Bruckner, Director, Covenant Youth of Alaska 

ñI consider it a great privilege to be a part of the 
work God is doing in the lives of these stu-
dents. The construction of these homes repre-
sents an infusion of hope into their lives.ò 

- Mark Hill, Chief Executive Officer, AEC 

Amundsen Educational Center has an exciting new 
business venture that is expanding the mission of pro-
viding òvocational training in a Christian community for 
the people of rural Alaska.ó In August 2007, AEC was 
approached with the opportunity to purchase a for-
profit vocational training center with a 25 year history 
in the Kenai area. In January 2008, AEC officially acquired New Frontier Voca-
tional Technical Center (NFVTC). NFVTC provides opportunities for career-
related education and employment training for individual career interests. 
Courses include: Accounting Clerk, Clerk-Typist, Computer Information Proc-
essing, and Secretarial. Many of the students at NFVTC have experienced life 
challenges which have made it necessary to start new careers and relearn valuable 
employment skills. The NFVTC staff provide a personal and prayerful approach 
to teaching which has helped transform lives for many years. NFVTC looks for-
ward to expanding services to meet the needs of Alaska Natives, while continu-
ing to minister to the current student base. 

New Frontier Office Education 

Sandra: Current Student 
at NFVTC 
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ñI tell you, my life hasnôt been the easiest, but since I got here it has changed a great deal. As 
of right now when I glance back at my life, all I can think of is ñwowò and ñthank youò. Amund-
sen Educational Center has done a lot for me, by leading me down the right path, and 
strengthening my faith.ò 

- Robert Foster, Inupiat from Noorvik, AK, Class of ó08 

Building together,  
growing in faith 


